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October 31, 2007

Matthow lis
Waltham, MA 02451
Office of General Counsel
Federal Election Commission
?mgcwm m#ﬁfﬁ—
Dear Counsel:

We write to file a complaint against the Hillary Clinton for President Committee for
violation of Federal Election Law under the Commission's jurisdiction.

It is clear from recent news accounts that the campaign and its donors and fundraisers

have violated 2 USC 441f, the provision of law that prohibits campaign contributions in
the name of'annthar and ﬂhl:sonue donors may have 1unllnu! 2 USC 441¢ which

sevund leponbd dkluu: to the (1nunn.cunq:n¢n are non-existent persomns, illegal
immigrants, or were reimbursed by others for contributions. The article documents
several instances in which reported donors could not be found, even by those living at the
same address reported in the campsign’s FEC filing:

The Times examined the cases of more than 150 domors who provided
checks to Clinton afier findraising events geared to the Chinese
community. One-third of those donors could not be found using property,
telephone or business records. Most have not registered to vote, according
to public records. [...]

Of 74 residents of New York's Chinatown, Flushing the Bromx

Brookiyn that The Tymes called or visited, only 24 could be reached fok:
comment.

[.]

The tensment at 44 Hewry St. was listed in Clinton’s campaign reports
the home of Shu Fang Li, who reportedly gave $1,000. [...]

A tenant living in the aparimens listed as Li's address said through a
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translator that she had not heard of him, although she had lived there for
the last 10 years.

Census figures for 2000 show the median family income for the area was
less than $21,000. Abowt 45% of the population was living below the
poverty line, more than double the city average.

In the busy heart of East Broadway, beneath the Manhattan Bridge, is a
bullding that is listed as the home of Sang Cheung Lee, also reported to
have given $1,000. Trash was piled in the dimly lighted entrance hall.
Neighbors said they knew of no omne with Lee’s name there; they knocked
on one another's doors in a futile effort to find him.

at a store on Canal Street were similarly baffled when asked
abowt Shik Kan Chang, listed as working there and having given $1,000.
The store sells purses, fewelry and novelty Buddha statues. Employees
said they had not heard of Chang.

In yet another case, a “donor™ denied ever giving money to the campaign:

Another listed donor, Y1 Min Lin, said he did not make the 31,000
contribution in April that was reported in his name. He said he attended a

banquet for Clinton but did not give her money.

contributions from illegal immigrants barred from contributing under Federal law:

One New York man who said he emthusiastically donated $2,500 to
Clinton doesn't appear to be eligible to do 50 under federal election law.
He said he came to the United States from China about two years ago and
didn't have a green card.

These incidents are far from isolated occurrences at the fringes of the Clinton campaign.
Campaigns routinely stay in close contact with their most prolific fundraisers and
encourage them to raise even more money from associates. Community organizers even
w.wmﬁumnqcmmmsmmm

substantial knowiledge of and involvement in procuring these donations on the
campaign’s part.

As Clinton campaign bundlers, these community leaders also placed improper pressure
on those who could least afford to donate:

Clinton has enlisted the aid of Chinese neighborhood associations,

Mmmmmﬁmmmm
at least one of which is a descendant of Chinatown

criminal enterprises that engaged in gambling and human trofficking,



28044220006

exert enormous influence over immigrants. The associations help them
with everything from protection against crime to obtaining green cards.

Many of Clinton's Chinatown donors said they had contributed because
leaders in neighborhood associations told them to. In some cases, donors
said they felt pressure 1o give.

[

"Everybody was making a donation, so I did too,” [He Duan Zheng] said.
*Otherwise I would lose face.” .

The New York Post conducted a further examination of the Hillary Clinton for President
Gmma'smﬁmdm ‘l‘hsirllnlyinnihbbhue

Ciabtm. mmrauummmmmm
cooks and dishwashers, made $1,000 contributions to the campaign.

A search of Chinatown donors yesterday by The Post found several bogus
addresses and some contribsgions that raised eyebrows.

Shin K. Cheng is listed twice in federal records for giving $1,000
donations to Clinton's campaign on April 17.

But the address recorded on campaign reports is a clinic for sexually
transmitted diseases, hemorrhoids and skin disease.

No one at the address knew of a Shin K. Cheng.

Another donation came from a Skik Kan Chang on Canal Street. But the
address listed is a shop that sells knock-off watches and other pirated
goods. The sales clerk there did not.know the donor.

The investigation by the New York Post also found evidence of illegal “straw donations.”

Hsiao Yen Wang, a cook in Chinatown, is listed as giving Clinton $1,000
on April 13. Contacted yesterday, she told The Post she had written a
check

But it was on behalf of a man named David Guo, president of the Fujian
American Culsine Council, and Wang told The Post that Guo had repaid
her for the 31,000 contribution.

In addition to the aforementioned evidence, it is worth noting that the Hillary Clinton for
President Committee has clearly decided to take no action to remedy these violations.
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According to the New York Post, “The Clinton campaign dismissed the L.A. Times story
as derogatory to Chinese-Americans.”

Accordingly, the Clinton campaign's disinterest in and failure to remedy these violations
along with the potential scope of the abuse indicates that that the Commission should
investigate and take action against those responsible for violation of the law.

The information in this complaint is based upon information and belief, and not on our
personal knowledge.

Respectfully,
Matthew Margolis & Mark Noonan

STATE OF MASSACHUSETTS
COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX
Sworn to (or affirmed) and subscribed before me this 31t day of October, 2007, by

Name of Typed, Printed, or Stamped

Personally Known __/ _ OR Produced Identification

Type of Identification Produced
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An uniikely treasure-trove of donors for Cliinton
The cendidalie’s unparelisied fundralsing success relies largely on the least-alluent residents of New York's

- P.;l Lonz

J

Los Angeies Times Staff Witers ™
Ociober 19, 2007 2; '
NEW YORK — remarkable happened at 44 Henry St., a grimy Chinafown

All three locations, along with scores of others scatisred throughout some of the pacrest Chinesse
mhomwmhmmmwwnmm
o shower money on one particular presidential candidate — Democrstic front-runner Hillary

Many of Clinton’s Chinatown donors said they had contributed because leaders in neighborhaod

Ciinton aides seid they were concemed about some of the Chinalown contribulions.
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"We have hundreds of thousands of donors. We are proud 1o have support from across New York
and the country from many different communilies,” campaign spokesmen Howard Wollson said.
“In this instance, our own compliance process flagged a number of questionsble donations and
uummnhmmmmmmmmnmm
thet, the money was relumed.”

The Times examined the cases of more than 150 donors who provided checks 1o Clinfon sfier
events geared io the Chinese communily. One-thind of thoss donors could not be

fundraising
found using property, telephone or business records. Most have not registered 1o vote, scoording
fo public records.

And several dozen were described in finencial reports as hoiding jobs — including dishwasher,
server or chef — that would normally maks it difficult 1o donale amounts ranging from $500 to the
legal meximum of $2,300 per eleclion.

Of 74 residents of New York's Chinatown, Flushing, the Bronx or Brookiyn that The Times called
or visited, only 24 could be reached for comment.

Many said they gave o Clinton because they were instructed @0 do 80 by local assooiation
lenders. Some said they waniad help on immigration concamns. And several spoke of the pride
they feit by being sssociaied with a powerful figure such as Clinfon.

New take, old game

elhnic groups and newly arrived immigrants tuming o politios 10 improve their lot.

in earfier times, New York politicians from Willam "Boss” Tweed 1o Fiorelio LaGuardia gained
mmmdmm.mumhmm.mm

Like many who traveled this path, most of the Chinese reporied as contributing o Clinton's
campaign have never voled. Many speak lttie or no English. Some seem 10 lead such ephemeral
ives that neighbors say they've never heard of them.

"This is a now game,” said Peler Kwong, a profossor at Hunter Colisge in New York who studies
Chinatown communities across the country. Historically, Kwong said, "voting in Chinatown is s0
weak” that pollicians did not go out of their way 1o court resiients.

“Today it is all about money,” he said.

The eofifort is especially pronounced among groups in the Fujisness munity. More then a
decade ago, Fujianess culiural associalions ran gambling operstions more ominously, at
lesst one was home 1 a gang that irafficked in Hiegal Fujlian native inmigrants.

The human-smuggling problem came 10 a head In 1893, when a cargo ship, the Goiden Venture,
ran aground off New York City. As shocked police and immigration officials looked on, hundreds
of Fujlen natives who had spent weeks below deck struggied 1o maks &t 1o shore. Several died in
the atempt.
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mm w:ly. MMMhhpﬂmewm he sald:

At his tiny restaurant in the south Bronx, which has one table and' a takeout counter, Chang Jian
mmamm a pholo of himee¥ and Clinlon. The pichure was taken at
ng banquet in Chinatown this spring.

Lin and his wife, who siso works in the restaurant, said through an interpreter that they believe
Clinton, ¥ electad president, will reunite their family. The Line’ two teenage ohiidren remein in

" she gets 10 be the president, we want our chiidren 1o come home,” Chang Jian Lin sald.
Campaign officials point out thet Clinion has sponsored lsgisiation aimed at family reunification;

wmmmmmmmmmmmw "Besides the immigration
uu:;u::m.nmmamﬂmmuncmmmmm

He has never before supporied a U.S. pollician and, not yet a citizen, he is bared from voting.
But when Fujianess community leaders askad him to donate 1o Clinton, he ssid, he eagerly
contributed $1,000. immigrants who have parmanent resident status can legally make cempeign

|

Coming up with the money was hard, Lin acknowiedged, adding: "The restsurant is reelly small.”

in a recent visit, a men, apparently drunk, was asleep neer the entrance o the neighboring
beauty parior, the Nice Hair Safon.

A tenant iiving in the apartiment listed ss LI's address said through a transisfor that she hed not
heard of him, sithough she had lived there for the last 10 years.

A man named Liasng Zheng was lisiad as having contributed $1,000. The address given was a
wwm‘mm1mummumunmmwummu

Census figures for 2000 show the median famlly income for the area was less than $21,000.
About 45% of the populstion was living below the poverty line, more than double the city average.
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not
Another isted donor, Y1 Min Liu, said he did not make the $1,000 contribution in April thet wes
reporiad in his name. He said he altended a banquet for Clinton but did not give her money.

Ciinton "has done a ot for the Chinese community,” he said.

One New York man who said he enthusisstically donated $2,800 to Clinton dosen't appeer 10 be
about two years 8go and didn't have a green cerd.

Out of the periphery

A key figure heiping 10 secure Asian support for Clinton is @ woman named Chung Sefo, who
came © this country as a child from Canton province and has supporisd Bl

since the 1000s. She called Fujian netives’ support for Hillary Clinfon the beginning of civic
engagement for an immigrant group that had long bean on the periphery.

She said she siationed transiaiors at the entrance of one event o try to screen out

i

"Every day | go home and ses it," he saild. "I sse my piciure with Hillary, and | fes! encouraged.
ifs a greet honor.”

Many, on the other hand, said they gave for ressons having more o do with the Chinese
than with Ciinon. He Duan Zheng, who gave $1,000, said of the Fujianese
community: "They informed us to go, so | went.

"Everybody was making a donation, s | did (00,” he said. "Otharwiss | would lose face.”
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HILL'S CASH EYED AS CHINESE-LAUNDERED
By CHARLES HURT In Washington and ELAINE CHAN In New York

October 20, 2007 ~ HElary Clinton's campaign hes been ralsing huge plies of money In
Chingtown, but some of  has come from donors who can't be located or who were improperly
repaid for their contributions, according 10 The Post and other reports.

A search of Chinatown donors yesterday by The Post found several bogus addresses and some
contributions thet raised eysbrows.

m&%uuhwmhmmuwmﬂ.MMbth
on .

But the address recorded on campeign reporis is a cinic for sexuslly transmitied dissases,
hamorrhoids and skin disssse.

No one at the address knew of a 8hin K. Cheng.

Ancther donation came from a Shih Kan Chang on Canal Sirest. But the address lisied is a shop

that sells knock-off watches and other pirsted goods. The sales clark there did not know the

Hslao Yen Wang, a cook in Chinatown, is listed as giving Clinton $1,000 on April 13. Contacted
yesisrday, she toid The Post she had writien a check.

But it was on beheif of a men named David Guo, president of the Fujian American Cuisine
Council, and Wang foid The Post that Guo had repald her for the $1,000 contribution.

Such “straw donations” are strictly prohibiled by federal law.

in addition, yesterday's search by The Post also tumed up several $1,000 donations from
Chinatown that were made by cooks, dishwashers, a cashier and a coliege student.

mmmm-mmwmmmmmmm-m
number of Chinatown donations from donors listing bogus addresess or in amounis uniikely,
given the donor's cocupation.

The Times examined 150 donors, one-third of whose addresses could not be found. As with the
Post search, most of the donors are not registered to vole.

in Aprll, for instance, the Clinion campeign raised $380,000 from a single fund-raleer in

Chinatown, the Times said. By comparison, Sen. John Kerry raised $24,000 in Chinstown during
his entire campaign.

The Clinton campaign dismissed the L.A. Times story as derogatory 1o Chinsss-Americans.

*We do not sthnically profile donors,” growled Howard Wolfeon. “Asian-Americans in Chinatown
and Fiushing have the same right fo contribuie as every cther American.”

Campeign officisls sald they're always reviewing contribulions fo ensure compliance with federal
ules, and, indeed, had found problems with some donations, though not necessarlly the ones
raleed by the Times and The Post.



